MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

Gaul, and Spain. The new world had not lost the Mediterranean
character of the ancient world. All its activities were concentrated
and nourished on the shores of the Mediterranean.

There was nothing to indicate that the millenary evolution of
society was to be suddenly interrupted. No one was anticipating
a catastrophe. Although the immediate successors of Justinian were
unable to continue his work, they did not repudiate it. They
refused to make any concession to die Lombards; they feverishly
fortified Africa; they established their themes there as in Italy;
their policies took account of the Franks and the Visigoths alike;
their fleet controlled the sea; and the Pope of Rome regarded
them as his Sovereigns.

The greatest intellect of the Occident, Gregory the Great, Pope
from 590 to 604, saluted the Emperor Phocas, in 603, as reigning
only over free men, while the kings of the Occident reigned only
over slaves: Hoc namque inter reges gentium et reipublicae imperatores
distal quod reges gentium domini servorum sunt, imperatores vero
reipublicae domini liberomm}-
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